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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
Peace Lights Will Welcome Visitors At The 19th Annual African 

American Women In Cinema Film Festival 
 

March 20, 2017 - New York City – Peace Lights will play for visitors as 
they enter screening rooms at the 19th annual African American Women in Cinema 
(AAWIC) Film Festival beginning on March 22, 2017.  This marks the second year 
that the AAWIC Film Festival has embraced Peace Lights to both propagate a 
message and symbol of peace and also provide a good energy environment for 
visitors. 
 
In a statement by Terra Renee, Founder of the AAWIC Festival, “We’re very happy to 
continue the association between the AAWIC and this increasingly recognized  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

         Image: Picture from AAWIC 2016.  Peace Lights is being shown 
                increasingly worldwide as people are entering venues. 
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international symbol of peace.”  She added, “Last year the “good energy” of the lights 
was enjoyed by all our visitors.  The feeling of solidarity that was inspired added a 
special element to the festival.”     
 
Peace Lights has been shown around the world and has been endorsed by the 
United Nations “International Year of Light & Light-based Technologies”.  In the last 6 
months, Peace Lights has been shown four times at United Nations events and 
continues to be requested and played worldwide.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     

 Image: Peace Lights is a flowing video that is becoming  
                                                        an increasingly recognized international symbol of peace. 

 
“We are very happy and proud to be invited back to the AAWIC Film Festival.  There 
were a lot of very supportive comments last year and it looked really good,” said 
Peter Rogina, who co-created Peace Lights along with NYC-based video artist Eileen 
Cohen.  “Since last year, more and more locations worldwide have taken AAWIC’s 
lead and shown Peace Lights as people are coming into and leaving a venue or 
show.”  Rogina will be speaking at the festival to share some of the history of the 
lights and to put the experience into context for visitors and filmmakers alike.   
 
Sheikh Musa Drammeh, Chairman of the New York Peace Coalition, added, “Peace 
Lights has continued to grow and inspire relevant global discussions and initiatives 
aimed at peace, notably with the direct linkage to accelerating peace education in 
the African Union.  We hope that by having Peace Lights shine at events and venues 
around the world, we can capture people's attention to the efforts and importance of 
peace and inspire many to become peacemakers.” 
 
To date, Peace Lights has been adopted by the peace organizations of 16 countries 
on 6 continents and has played at numerous public and private events worldwide.  
Commitments are already being received to show Peace Lights around the world 
during upcoming Earth Day events and at several large international conferences.   
 
Peace Lights is available for viewing and download at the links below: 
 
Video & Download Peace Lights:   www.vimeo.com/peacelights 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/peacelights2015 
Peace Lights Press Page:  www.peterrogina-eileencohen.com/peace-lights-press-page 
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About the AAWIC Film Festival: 
 
The African American Women In Cinema Film Festival is proudly celebrating its 19th 
year.  Founded by Terra Renee, an award-winning artist, producer, and 
philanthropist, the festival has highlighted the important contributions of African 
American women film makers worldwide.  Tickets for the event are available at 
www.aawic.org.  
 
About the New York Peace Coalition: 
 
The New York Peace Coalition promotes world peace through connecting 
communities both locally and internationally. Based in the Bronx, NY, the 
organization has been directly involved with local and international efforts aimed at 
raising awareness and supporting efforts for peace. Since 2010, the NY Peace 
Coalition has also led efforts in NYC associated with Peace December.  These efforts 
are part of a larger United Nations program for the coordination of actions for 
Peace.   www.peacedecember.org  
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