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International	  Peace	  Organizations	  From	  14	  Countries	  Join	  the	  New	  
York	  Peace	  Coalition	  in	  Adopting	  “Peace	  Lights”	  as	  International	  
Symbol	  for	  Peace	  and	  Non-violence.	  
	  
 New York City, 23 April 2015 – Following an announcement by the New York 
Peace Coalition two weeks ago, several international Peace organizations announce today 
that they, too, will be adopting “Peace Lights” as their international symbols for Peace 
and Non-violence.   
 
According to SHEIKH Moussa Drammeh, Chairman of the NY Peace Coalition, “We are 
happy to see international support from so many significant organizations for Peace 
Lights.  The vision for Peace Lights is to create a recognizable visual symbol that 
represents the combined efforts of the worldwide organizations to promote Peace and 
Non-violence.  We expect that a strong light-based symbol, such as Peace Lights, with 
prominent global exposure can help raise awareness to the causes of peace and affect 
individual and global behaviors, decisions, and attitudes.  We are also hopeful that the 
United Nations “International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies” will provide 
synergy for achieving this vision.”     
 
As of today, the peace organizations that have formally adopted Peace Lights fare from  
the following countries: Pakistan, Afghanistan, Senegal, Rwanda, Gambia, Guinea Conakry,  
Kenya, South Korea, Yemen, Sweden, Holland, Israel, and Egypt.  In the United States,  
organizations in both Florida and Georgia have also adopted the piece.   
 
The first public display of Peace Lights will occur this coming weekend at the Green 
Festival at Jacob Javits Center in New York City, which will be attended by over 20,000 
people.  According to Dr. Corinna Basler, President of Green Festival, “We’re very proud 
to have Peace Lights associated with the Green Festival.  It’s not surprising that the many 
millions of people who are so interested in sustainability and human responsibility to the 
environment are also passionate about Peace.  We’re glad that we can help spread the 



message of Peace and Non-violence and support international efforts for this important 
cause.” 
 
 

 
 

Image: Peace Lights is a flowing video piece based on light photography and video animation.   
 
The artists of Peace Lights, Peter Rogina and Eileen Cohen have had nearly a dozen 
noteworthy installations in NYC within the last year leading up to the endorsement by the 
NY Peace Coalition and the other international Peace Organizations.  Installations have 
included projections onto the famed Cotton Club in Harlem, installations on Governors 
Island, at the TEDxCUNY event, and as featured artists at the opening ceremonies for 
NYC Light 2015, an event directly linked with the United Nations International Year of 
Light and Light-based Technologies..  Their work can be seen on their website at: 
www.peterrogina-eileencohen.com .   
 
In describing the meaning behind Peace Lights, Rogina said, “We wanted the pure light 
colors to represent the various cultures in our world while the motion represents the 
various ways in which we all interact and are dependent on one another.  We tried to 
deliver something that conveys a symbiotic and peaceful nature and represents what is 
possible when cultures work and live together in harmony.”    
 
“One of the strengths of the piece is in its simplicity,” says Moussa Drammeh.  “It also 
possesses recognizability and an ability to unobtrusively complement an environment. It 
is our hope that wide adoption and showing of Peace Lights will keep efforts and actions 
for Peace in the forefront of our collective consciousness and the sight or even thought of 
Peace Lights will inspire peaceful intent and energies.” 
 
In 2010, the United Nations proclaimed that December is the International Month of 
Peace.  That proclamation was formally adopted to the State of New York and, by 
proclamation of former Mayor Bloomberg, was extended specifically to New York City 



where annual Peace December activities and programs are held.  “We are particularly 
focused on this coming Peace December to try to achieve a month that can be used as a 
future reference for peaceful coexistence, both in New York and worldwide,” said 
Drammeh.  “To that end, we will continue to promote Peace Lights and the vision.” 
 
“Peace Lights” is available for free download in various resolutions and still images on 
the artists website and at www.PeaceDecember.com.  We encourage everyone to 
download, post, share, tweet, and in any way possible promote the lights and the 
messages of Peace. 
 
The New York Peace Coalition promotes world peace through connecting communities 
both locally and internationally.  Based in the Bronx, NY, the organization has been 
directly involved with local and international efforts aimed at raising awareness and 
supporting efforts for peace.  Since 2010, the NY Peace Coalition has also led efforts in 
NYC associated with Peace December.  These efforts are part of a larger United Nations 
program for the coordination of actions for Peace.  http://peacedecember.com/ 
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