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Peace Lights Shine As Arab and Jewish Students Discuss The 
Challenges of Peace in the Middle East 
 

New York City, 12 August 2015 – “Peace Lights” shone brightly 
during a meeting of Arab and Jewish photography students from Israel held on 
August 12, 2015 in the Bronx, NY.  The students were visiting the U.S. as part of a 
community-building program sponsored by the Givat Haviva Educational 
Foundation.  The topic of the day’s meeting was peace. 
 
During the meeting at the Masijd al Iman, a unique and model location that 
peacefully houses both a synagogue and mosque under the same roof, 20 
photography students (ages 16-17) discussed the realities and challenges of peace 
in Israel and the Middle East, in general.  The discussion took place following an 
introduction by Sheikh Musa Drammeh, Chairman of the New York Peace 
Coalition, during which some of the considerable initial and ongoing challenges 
related to the shared religious environment were also shared. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image: Peace Lights is a flowing video-art piece based on 
light photography and video animation 

 



"It gives them a sense that they are not alone in their mission for creating 
international harmony and peace in their homes," said Alexandra Weeks, 
Development Coordinator for the Givat Haviva organization. 
 
The students were joined by a small group of local Muslim teens from the Bronx 
who also participated in the meeting.  "Even the Muslim kids within our group 
have seen a different side of Islam, a different side of Muslim community work," 
added Gal Pelleg, an Israel representative at Givat Haviva. 
 
Peace Lights, a flowing video light-art piece created to raise awareness for the 
causes of peace and to be a visual symbol of peace, played during the entire 
meeting and was specifically discussed with the students.  To date the peace 
organizations of 14 countries, one of which is Israel, have adopted Peace Lights 
as their international symbols for Peace and Non-violence.   
 
Peter Rogina, one of the co-creators of Peace Lights shared with the group the 
history, current state of adoption, endorsement, and various activities 
surrounding Peace Lights, as well as the vision to reinforce actions of peace and 
serve as visual reminder of peace values in communities worldwide.  According to 
Rogina, “It’s always been our hope that the art and technology aspect of Peace 
Lights would also open up avenues of discussion, engagement, and inspiration.  
This particular group of student photographers offered a great proving ground 
for that.  There were strong resonances within the group on the light 
photography, video editing, symbolic aspects of the art, and, of course the peace-
related potential.”   
 
The integral relationship between Peace Lights and Peace December was also 
discussed.  In 2010, the United Nations proclaimed that December is the 
International Month of Peace.  “Having a nice symbol for peace is good, 
especially if it’s recognized widely, but relating it to a “measurable” proclaimed 
Month of Peace allows it to visually represent the values of peace and the promise 
of a time to celebrate a ‘peace dividend’.”   
 
In discussions over lunch, Rogina offered an Olympic analogy.  Specifically, that 
the Olympic rings have come to represents more than just a global competition to 
determine the best athletes or teams in the world.  It represents values that 
include, among other things, good sportsmanship, fair play, dedication, 
commitment, and the peaceful conducting of the games – theoretically, up to and 
including the cessation of armed conflict during the games.  In his analogy, the 
rings, as a symbol, would not have the same meaning if the Olympic games were 
not played every four years.  There would still be a symbol, but without the games 
to offer a venue to realize the competition and celebrate the achievements in 
sport, the symbol would be less impactful.   
 
Similarly, Rogina stated, “Peace December is like the Olympic games in that the 
United Nations has taken a leadership role in defining a period to recognize and 
focus the world on a topic, in this case, Peace.  We should be realizing and 
celebrating peace and enjoying and living the “peace dividend” while reaffirming 
our commitments to peaceful actions and inculcating peace values.” 
 



Great examples of athletic accomplishment and sportsmanship happen on every 
level, every day and are celebrated worldwide.  Similarly, there are also deeds, 
great and small, that happen daily in the name of peace.  Rogina explains, “Just 
as there is a visual symbol of the competition of the Olympics that has come to 
represent more than just the competition itself, so it is with Peace Lights.  We 
have a visual symbol to reaffirm the values associated with Peace December and 
to serve as a reminder and inspiration of those values from December to 
December.”   
 
The vision of Peace Lights is to keep thoughts and actions associated with peace 
in the forefront of mankind’s consciousness and to reinforce peaceful attitudes 
and actions, particularly with an eye towards the upcoming Peace December 
timeframe.  Sheikh Drammeh adds, “If the sight or even thought of Peace 
Lights, or seeing a poster in a community or on TV or associated with a product 
can positively affect an attitude, action, or situation, or be a reinforcing factor to 
help steer events towards more peaceful paths, then we will be having the affect 
we believe is possible.”   
 
About the New York Peace Coalition: 
 
The New York Peace Coalition promotes world peace through connecting 
communities both locally and internationally. Based in the Bronx, NY, the 
organization has been directly involved with local and international efforts aimed 
at raising awareness and supporting efforts for peace. Since 2010, the NY Peace 
Coalition has also led efforts in NYC associated with Peace December. These 
efforts are part of a larger United Nations program for the coordination of actions 
for Peace.   http://peacedecember.com/ 
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