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Peace Lights To Be Featured At 7th Annual African Union Day of 
Celebration in NYC 
 
The New York Peace Coalition announces that Peace Lights will be featured 
during the 7th Annual African Union Day of Celebration being held on September 
9, 2015.  The theme of this year’s event will be “Pursuing Peaceful Actions in 
a Fast-Paced Era”. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image: Peace Lights is a flowing video-art piece based on 
light photography and video animation 

 
Peace Lights is flowing video light-art created by NY-area artists, Peter Rogina 
and Eileen Cohen, to raise awareness for the causes of peace, and to be a visual 
symbol that will affect attitudes and behaviors for both immediate and lasting 
worldwide impact.  To date the peace organizations of 14 countries have adopted 



Peace Lights as their international symbol for Peace and Non-violence.  Six of 
those countries are in Africa where initiatives are already underway to promote 
the symbol and values of Peace Lights as widely as possible.  These African 
countries are: Gambia, Kenya, Rwanda, Guinea Conakry, Senegal, and Egypt.   
 
“The thing that Peace Lights represents is exactly what African people are 
yearning for,” said Spencer Chiimbwe, General Secretary for the African Union 
Day Foundation.  “When cultures work together with shared values for peace, 
great things can happen.  Peace is never a static process and the fact that Peace 
Lights is intended to be a background element is very fitting and will add a good 
energy that we expect everyone will feel.”  Chiimbwe added, “As a community, we 
are proud to help propagate such a positive, beautiful, and memorable symbol of 
peace.”   
 
In addition to the upcoming African Union event, Peace Lights has been shown 
at conferences, like the Green Festival at Jacob Javits and Washington DC 
convention centers, community events, concerts, festivals, and as part of the Live 
Sonima Tour, with Stedman Graham and Caroline Jones.   
 
Peace Lights was most recently projected as a backdrop to a community 
meeting in the Bronx where visiting Arab and Jewish teens from Israel discussed 
issues and challenges related to peace at a unique and model location that 
peacefully houses both a synagogue and mosque under the same roof.   
 
“Being invited to participate in the African Union Day of Celebration event is a 
great sign of the leadership being taken by the African community to strive for 
peace.  This is another indication of the universal response so far to Peace 
Lights,” said Sheikh Musa Drammeh, Chairman of the New York Peace 
Coalition.   
 
Peter Rogina, a co-creator of Peace Lights, believes that one of the most 
important aspects of Peace Lights is the close connection with Peace December.  
In 2010, the United Nations proclaimed that December is the International 
Month of Peace.  Governor Patterson and Mayor Bloomberg both issued 
proclamations also making December the month of Peace in the State and City of 
New York, respectively.  “Having a nice symbol for peace is good, especially if it’s 
recognized widely, but tying it to a “measurable” proclaimed Month of Peace adds 
a novel and powerful element that can be used to great and peaceful advantage.”   
 
The vision of Peace Lights is to keep thoughts and actions associated with peace 
in the forefront of mankind’s consciousness and to reinforce peaceful attitudes 
and actions, particularly with an eye towards the upcoming Peace December 
timeframe.  Rogina adds, “If the sight or even thought of Peace Lights, or seeing 
a poster in a community or on TV or associated with a product can positively 
affect an attitude, action, or situation, or be a reinforcing factor to help steer 
events towards more peaceful paths, then we will be having the affect we believe 
is possible.”   



 
More details about the venue and speakers for the African Union Day of 
Celebration on September 9, 2015 will be forthcoming. 
 
About the African Union Day of Celebration: 
 
In 2008, the leadership of the New York City Council and the Black and Latino 
Council unanimously voted to recognize September 9th as African Union Day in 
New York City. This historic move, which was sponsored by Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma, the New York City Black, Latino and Asian Caucuses, and the 
rest of the legislative body has inspired many of the initiatives across the entire 
City and State including the 2010 proclamation of December as the month of 
peace and the New York State Resolution to have New York join the rest of the 
world in celebrating May 25th as African Liberation Day.  
 
About the New York Peace Coalition: 
 
The New York Peace Coalition promotes world peace through connecting 
communities both locally and internationally. Based in the Bronx, NY, the 
organization has been directly involved with local and international efforts aimed 
at raising awareness and supporting efforts for peace. Since 2010, the NY Peace 
Coalition has also led efforts in NYC associated with Peace December. These 
efforts are part of a larger United Nations program for the coordination of actions 
for Peace.   http://peacedecember.com/ 
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