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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Peace Lights Will Shine At The United Nations 
 

October 25, 2016 – New York City – For the first time since being 
introduced to the world last year, Peace Lights will play at the United Nations.  
Sponsored by the United Nations Staff Recreation Council and the SaluS Well-being 
Network as part of UN Staff Day, the event will feature Peace Lights playing 
throughout the day during the forum event and during a session where Peter Rogina 
will address the audience about Peace Lights and peace education in the African 
Union.   

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Image: Peace Lights is a flowing video-art piece based on 
light photography and video animation 

 
 

The event will mark the third UN-related event for Peace Lights co-creators, Eileen 
Cohen and Peter Rogina, who were also the invited light artists/projectionists at the 
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New York City Opening Ceremonies for the United Nations International Year and 
Light-based Technologies (IYL) in January 2015.  “This will be the first time Peace 
Lights will physically play at the United Nations,” said Peter Rogina.  “Peace Lights 
is being embraced around the world as an international symbol of peace and non-
violence and has already been adopted by the peace organizations of 16 countries.  
In June of 2015, Peace Lights was endorsed by the IYL and I’m looking forward to 
introducing a lot of new UN people from all over the world to Peace Lights.  People 
really seem to respond to the lights themselves and to the message and symbol that 
they represent.  I expect there will be some new enthusiasm generated.” 
 
Event organizer, Rev. Susana Bastarrica, said, “We’re excited to have Peace Lights 
at the UN.  As a symbol of peace, and from an artistic perspective, it is a perfect 
complement presentation to the scheduled activities during UN Staff Day.”  Ms. 
Bastarrica, who spent her career at the UN, is the founder and organizer of several 
annual peace-related events including the Vigil4Peace & Ecology and many events 
related to the UN International Day of Peace, UN Day of Human Rights, and others.   
 
Sheikh Musa Drammeh, Chairperson of the New York Peace Coalition, believes that 
Peace Lights should be considered from a global perspective.  “Peace Lights is the 
most credible new symbol of peace that has been presented to mankind in more 
than a generation.  There is great power and potential in a strong symbol to enable 
people to transcend their circumstances and achieve an international solidarity on 
deeply held beliefs.  In this case, the importance of peace and peace education to our 
global sustainability.” 
 
Peace Lights was well received around the world during the Olympic Games and 
during the International Day of Peace where it also shone at several locations on 
numerous continents.  “People want peace,” adds Eileen Cohen, “and Peace Lights is 
increasingly becoming recognized as a symbol of peace.  It’s great to see that it 
seems to resonate so well with so many people around the world.  At this point, 
Peace Lights kind of has a life of its own.”   
 
Peace Lights has been shown at festivals, concerts, community meetings, schools, 
religious services, large and small international conferences, government-sponsored 
events and celebrations, awards ceremonies, public art events, fashion weeks, 
family gatherings, large public squares, reunions, and during ceremonies honoring 
an icon of the American Civil Rights Movement.   
 

 
Peace Lights is available for viewing and download at the links below: 
 
Video & Download Peace Lights:   www.vimeo.com/peacelights 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/peacelights2015 
Peace Lights Press Page:  www.peterrogina-eileencohen.com/peace-lights-press-
page 
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About the SaluS Well-being Network: 

Our purpose is to promulgate Good Health and Quality of Life in a harmonious 
and safe environment for everyone to explore options which will enhance our 
daily experience.  https://www.facebook.com/UNSRC.Salus/ 

About the New York Peace Coalition: 
 
The New York Peace Coalition promotes world peace through connecting 
communities both locally and internationally. Based in the Bronx, NY, the 
organization has been directly involved with local and international efforts aimed 
at raising awareness and supporting efforts for peace. Since 2010, the NY Peace 
Coalition has also led efforts in NYC associated with Peace December.  These 
efforts are part of a larger United Nations program for the coordination of actions 
for Peace.   http://www.peacedecember.org/ 
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