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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

Peace Lights to Play In Central Park During  
15th Annual Vigil 4 Peace & Ecology On Sunday 9/18 

 

September 14, 2016 – New York City – Peace Lights will play during the 
entire Vigil 4 Peace & Ecology event at the Naumburg Bandshell in Central Park, 
NYC, on Sunday, September 18, 2016.  The 8-hour event will start at 9am local time 
and feature numerous musicians, artists, dignitaries, and speakers throughout the 
day.   
 
Event organizer, Susana Bastarrica, said, “We’re excited to be having Peace Lights 
at this year’s Vigil.  As a symbol of peace, as well as from an artistic perspective, it is 
a perfect complement to the great lineup of artists and events we have scheduled for 
the day.”  Ms. Bastarrica first organized the event in 2001 and has seen it grow into 
one of the more highly anticipated events around the United Nations International 
Day of Peace, which is always on the 21st of September.   
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“Playing in Central Park creates a great opportunity for a very large number of 
people to see and experience Peace Lights.  It’s a natural fit with the many 
celebrations for peace that are occurring around the world,” said Peter Rogina, who 
co-created Peace Lights with NYC-based video artist, Eileen Cohen.  Mr. Rogina 
continued, “Peace Lights was very well received around the world during the 
Olympic Games and we hope to keep the momentum growing well into the future.  
People want peace, and Peace Lights is an increasingly recognized visual symbol of 
peace that seems to resonate very well with people worldwide.”   
 
Since it’s creation just over a year ago, Peace Lights has been adopted by the peace 
organizations of 15 countries, on 4 continents, as their International Symbols of 
Peace & Non-Violence.  It has also been endorsed by the United Nations 
‘International Year of Light & Light-based Technologies’.  It has been shown at 
festivals, concerts, community meetings, religious services, large and small 
conferences, government-sponsored events and celebrations, awards ceremonies, 
public art events, fashion weeks, family gatherings, large public squares, and during 
ceremonies honoring an icon of the American Civil Rights Movement.  Peace Lights 
has been seen on 6 of 7 continents. 
 
The wide adoption of Peace Lights does not surprise everyone.  “Peace Lights is 
the most credible new symbol of peace that has been presented to mankind in more 
than a generation,” said Sheikh Musa Drammeh, Chairman of the New York Peace 
Coalition.  “Our goal is to connect people worldwide by using Peace Lights to create 
a common visual experience that focuses attention on peace and inspires hope and 
solidarity during our journey towards peace.  The lights have a very good energy 
and are pleasant to have as a background in an environment.” 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Image: Peace Lights is a flowing video-art piece based on 
light photography and video animation 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Peace Lights is available for viewing and download at the links below: 
 
Video & Download Peace Lights:   www.vimeo.com/peacelights 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/peacelights2015 
Peace Lights Press Page:  www.peterrogina-eileencohen.com/peace-lights-press-
page 
 
 
About the Vigil 4 Peace & Ecology: 

The Vigil 4 Peace & Ecology is a transformational, grassroots effort dedicated to 
promulgate peace through participation in art, song, dance, music, prayer and 
ceremony.   http://www.vigil4peace.org/ 

About the New York Peace Coalition: 
 
The New York Peace Coalition promotes world peace through connecting 
communities both locally and internationally. Based in the Bronx, NY, the 
organization has been directly involved with local and international efforts aimed at 
raising awareness and supporting efforts for peace. Since 2010, the NY Peace 
Coalition has also led efforts in NYC associated with Peace December.  These efforts 
are part of a larger United Nations program for the coordination of actions for 
Peace.   http://www.peacedecember.org/ 
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